
A Statement of Concern Addressed to Philippine Congress

on the Revival of the Bataan Nuclear Power Plant (BNPP)

We are concerned that a Bill proposing to commission the Bataan Nuclear Power Plant (BNPP) for commercial use is 
before Congress today. To revive the BNPP would be a grave disservice to the public at large especially since the claims of 
the proponents belie the truth:

- Not a Solution to the Power Crisis

We see no reason to revive the BNPP when data from the Department of Energy show that we are currently generating 4,212 
MW in excess of what we need. Also, renewable sources of energy from geothermal, wind and hydro resources have yet to 
be exhausted. Why make the public pay more for a superfluous and undesirable energy source? 

- More Expensive than Fossil-based plants. 

The idea that nuclear energy is ‘too cheap to meter’ has been proven a fallacy since the first nuclear plant was built. In reality,  
nuclear power plants end up costlier to maintain, the sheer size of the project makes it vulnerable for corruption and shady 
deals. Most probably, like the first BNPP deal which was valued at USD 600 Million but ballooned to USD 2.3 Billion, the 
estimated USD 1 Billion may balloon when the refurbishing is underway. 

We may find ourselves replacing oil dependency with uranium dependency as we would need to import uranium in order to 
make our reactors work. 

We appeal to your good sense and sound judgment not to revive the BNPP. It is the same plant, already proven to be 
riddled with defects, thirty-five years older and still unacceptable. It is:

1. DEADLY

o It sits on Mt. Natib, a caldera-forming volcano like Mt. Pinatubo and Mt. Mariveles, which makes up the whole 
northern Bataan Peninsula and is very near active tectonic structures such as Manila Trench-Luzon Trough 

o Disposal of toxic waste would be a problem as a typical power plant produces 20-30 tons of waste in a year 
and there has yet to be technology for permanent and safe disposal of radioactive waste. 

2. BURDENSOME

o Opening the BNPP would mean more loans. More debt at this time that the Filipino people are in the midst of 
a crisis is a bad move. Three decades of paying for the BNPP loans is more than enough, don’t make the public 
pay twice for the same bad idea. 

We believe that there are no logical reasons to agree to re-open the BNPP. We hope that in the end, you would listen 
to your conscience, your moral center, and stand in the right side of history—remembered for your convictions rather than 
self-serving  political ambitions.

(Signed)

Jaime Peñaranda Aurora Broquil

For Bataan Anti- BNPP Veterans Kilusan para sa Pambansang Demokrasya- Central Luzon/ Anti-BNPP 
Veterans

                                                                                                                   

 


